Milan the custom of singing hymns which prevailed in the East. Ambrose himself composed many. In June, moreover, Ambrose made a most fortunate find of martyrs' relics, which put a final term to * the woman's madness.' Not only were there many cases of recovery from that opportune disease, diabolical possession, but even a blind man was restored to sight.1
It must have been a few weeks after the discovery of the relics of Gervasius and Protasius that Augustine's conversion took place. It caused little excitement in the city, because he kept it a profound secret from all but a few personal friends for the few weeks that still remained before the summer holidays. Then, though he talks much
1 Gibbon * would recommend this miracle to our divines if it did not prove also the worship of relics.' The divines of our day would hardly complain of that circumstance, but they seem to entertain some doubt as to the value of Augustine's testimony in such matters, of which we shall see a few illustrations later. Even here, whereas Augustine says the 'bodies' were incorrupt, Ambrose only speaks of 'bones' and some blood. The life of Ambrose in the Migne edition says Augustine 'was present' at the discovery or the miracles. Augustine expressly says, in the Confessions, that he was not. Moreover, we shall see presently that he most probably did not admit these miracles until years afterwards.
